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PRESS RELEASE 
 
African Universities Unite for the 2026 International Conference on Green and Sustainable Development 

17 October 2025 — Africa. Leading African universities are collaborating to host the International Conference on Green and 

Sustainable Development (ICGSD) 2026, taking place from 8–12 March 2026 at the Protea Hotel, Stellenbosch, Cape Town, 

South Africa. 

Under the theme “Reimagining Innovation Pathways for Sustainability: Research, Practice and Policy,” the conference 

invites researchers, policymakers, innovators, and thought leaders from around the world to engage in transformative 

dialogue on advancing sustainability. 

Building on the success of its inaugural edition held in Kigali, Rwanda (2025), ICGSD 2026 will provide a collaborative 

platform for exploring how indigenous knowledge systems, emerging technologies, and afrocentric innovation can be 

integrated to drive sustainable research, practice, and policy. 

Hosted by the North-West University (NWU) Business School, the conference is presented in partnership with the University 

of Kigali (Rwanda), University of Fort Hare (South Africa), Tshwane University of Technology (South Africa), and KCA 

University (Kenya). 

Aligned with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the African Union’s Agenda 2063, the ICGSD 

envisions a more just, resilient, and regenerative world, one shaped through inclusive collaboration and innovation across 

disciplines and regions. 

“The International Conference on Green and Sustainable Development (ICGSD) is more than an academic gathering-it is an 

African-led continental call to action. African institutions (South Africa, Rwanda, Kenya, and Hungary) are being asked to 

reimagine innovation pathways for sustainability. We affirm our commitment to shaping a future rooted in indigenous 

knowledge, inclusive collaboration, and transformative research. ICGSD 2026 will be a landmark moment for Africa and the 

global community to co-create solutions for a resilient and regenerative world. This conference is serving as a platform and an 

insurance for humanity, amid worsening climate impacts hitting every country in the world. But like the world, Africa is worst 

hit even though it contributed least to global warming, but its people suffer the most from global warming.” – Professor Joseph 

Lekunze, Chairperson of the International Conference on Green and Sustainable Development 2026.  

Call for Papers Now Open 

Researchers and practitioners are invited to submit abstracts and papers aligned with the conference theme. The Call for 

Papers and submission guidelines are available on the official conference website: https://icgsd.com.  

Delegates can look forward to keynote addresses, expert panels, interactive workshops, and exhibitions showcasing the 

latest advancements in green and sustainable development. 

For media and conference enquiries: 

Conference (ICGSD) Chair 2026 

Prof Joseph Nembo Lekunze 

Deputy Director of Research and Innovation, North-West University Business School, South Africa 

Email: info@icgsd.com | Joseph.Lekunze@nwu.ac.za 

Telephone: +27 (0)18 389 2937 

Website: https://icgsd.com/  

 

Mbali Skosana 

Marketing & Communications Coordinator, ICGSD 2026 

Email: info@icgsd.com | Mbali.Skosana@nwu.ac.za 

Telephone: +27 (0)18 389 2937 
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